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PURPCSE
8 VAC 20-131-10. Pur pose
8 VAC 20-131-10. Pur pose.

The forenost purpose of public education in Virginia is to

provide children with a quality education to provide them wth

opportunities to nmeet their fullest potential in |life. The standards

for the accreditation of public schools in Virginia are designed to
ensure that an effective educational program is established and
maintained in Virginia' s public schools. The mission of the public

education system #rst—and forempst- is to educate students in the
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essential academ c know edge and skills in order that they nay be
equi pped for citizenship, work, and a private life that is informed

and free. The accreditation standards are designed to:

1. Provide an essential foundation of educational prograns of
high quality in all schools for all students.

2. Encourage continuous appraisal and inprovenent of the
school programfor the purpose of raising student achi evenent.

3. Foster public confidence.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia's public schools by other
institutions of |earning.

5. Establish a nmeans of determning the effectiveness of

school s.

Section 22.1-253.13:3.B. of the Code of Virginia requires that

the Virginia Board of Education (hereinafter “Board”) pronulgate

regul ati ons establishing standards for accreditation.

The statutory authority for these regulations is delineated in
Section 22.1-19 of the Code of Virginia that includes the requirenent
that the Board ef—Eduecatioen shall provide for the accreditation of
public elementary and secondary schools in accordance with regul ations

prescribed by it.
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PART ||

PH LOSCPHY, GOALS, AND OBJECTI VES

8 VAC 20-131-20. Phi | osophy, CGoal s, and bjectives

8 VAC 20-131- 20. Phi | osophy, Goals, and (ojecti ves.

Each school shall have current phil osophy, goals, and objectives
that shall serve as the basis for all policies and practices, and

shal | be devel oped using the followi ng criteria:

A The phil osophy, goals, and objectives shall be devel oped
with the advice of professional and lay people who represent the
various popul ations served by the school and in consideration of the
needs of the community, and shall serve as a basis for the creation

and review of the biennial school plan.

B. The school's philosophy, goals, and objectives shall be

consistent with the Standards of Quality.

C. The goals and objectives shall (1) be witten in plain
| anguage so as to be wunderstandable to non-educators, including
parents, (2) to the extent possible, be stated in neasurable terns,

and (3) consist primarily of measurable objectives to raise student
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and school achievenent in the core academ c areas of the Standards of

Learning (SOL) é&iseipHnes, to inprove student and staff attendance

to reduce student drop-out rates, and to increase the quality of

instruction through professional staff devel opnent and |icensure.

D. The school staff and community representatives shall review
biepntaty annually the extent to which the school has net its prior
goals and objectives, analyze the school's student performance data
i ncluding data by grade |evel or academ c departnment as necessary, and

report these outcones to the division superintendent and the seheel

community and—the—division—superintendent. A—report—delivered—in
w-tH-rg—or—given—oralby in accordance with |ocal school board policy

report shall be in addition to the school report card required by 8

VAC 20-131-270.B. of these regul ations.

E. Copi es of the school's philosophy, goals, and objectives

shal | be avail abl e upon request.

PART 111

STUDENT ACH EVEMENT EXPECTATI ONS

8 VAC 20-131-30. St udent Achi evenent Expectations

8 VAC 20-131-40. Literacy Tests
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8 VAC 20- 131-50. Requi renments for G aduation
8 VAC 20-131-60. Transfer of Credits
8 VAC 20-131-30. St udent Achi evenent Expectati ons.
A Each student should learn the relevant grade |evel/course

subject matter before pronotion to the next grade. Fer—grades—in

The division superintendent shall certify to the Departnent of

Education that the division's pronotion/retention policy does not

exclude students from nenbership in a grade or participation in a

course in which SOL tests are to be adm ni st er ed.

B. Each—student—at—grades—3—5,—and—8 shall—take—and—be
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respeective—grade— |In kindergarten through eighth grade, where SOL

tests are adnministered, each student shall be expected to achieve a

passing score on these tests. Schools shall use the SCL test results

in kindergarten through eighth grade as part of a mutiple set of
multiple criteria for determ ning advaneing—er—retainihrg the pronotion
or retention of students—i+n—¢grades—3—5,——ahd—8. Ne
o . L hall | . .
eall Lud I : : i : I
. , . , hicl I i ni 1

C. Each student in mddle and secondary schools shall take all
applicable end-of-course SO. tests following course instruction.
Students who achieve a passing score on an end-of-course SCL test
shal- may be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course in

accordance wth the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these

regul ati ons. Students may earn verified units of credits in any

courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are avail abl e. M ddl e and
secondary schools may consider the student's end-of-course SOL test

score in determning the student's final course grade. The Board nay

approve other alternative neans of assessnent to verify student

achi evenent in accordance with guidelines adopted for verified units

of credit described in 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these regul ati ons.

D I b dicabilit] | : |
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wi-t-h—sechool—year—2000-2001— Participation in SO testing by students

with disabilities wll be prescribed by provisions of their

I ndi vi dual i zed Educati on Progran(l EP) or 504 Pl an.

Beginning wth the school year 2000- 01, students with

disabilities for whom participation in an alternate assessnment is

prescribed in their IEP or 504 Plan shall denonstrate proficiency on

t hat assessment.

E. Participation in SO. testing by students identified as

limted English proficient (LEP) shall be guided by a school-based

conmttee convened to make such determ nations. In kindergarten

through eighth grade, |limted English proficient students nmay be

granted a one-tinme exenption from SO. testing in each of the four core

ar eas.

8 VAC 20- 131-40. Literacy Passport Test.
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Students who were in the eighth grade or above in the 1998-99

school year shall also be required to pass the Literacy Passport Tests

in order to receive a Standard or Advanced Studies D plona from a

Virginia public school.

In order to receive a graded status, such students nust pass the

Literacy Passport Tests, except for students with disabilities who

progress according to the goals of their |Individualized Education

Program (1 EP) or 504 Pl an.

Students who are not eligible for graded status shall be enrolled

in appropriate prograns |leading to passing of the Literacy Passport

Tests and one or nore of the foll ow ng:

. : he Li ;
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21. H gh School Gaduatien D pl ong;
32. Ceneral Educational Devel opnment (GED) Certificate;
43. Certificate of Program Conpletion; and

54. Job-entry skills.

8 VAC 20- 131-50. Requi renments for G aduati on.

grades—9-12.  These following requirenents shall be the only

requirenents for a diploma, exeept—that unless a local school board
has way prescribed additional requirenents f{er—a—diplora—f—sueh
requirepents which have been approved by the Board ef—Education. All
additional requirements prescribed by Ilocal school boards and in
effect as of June 30, 1997 are approved to continue through June 30,

1999 2000, without further action by the Board.

A Requi renments for a Standard D pl ona.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 1998-99

graduating—elass—ef—2001-02), students shall earn the standard units

of credits outlined in Section 2 below Beginning with the ninth-

grade class of 2000-01 {graduating—eclass of 2003-04), students shall
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earn standard units of credit described in Section 2 bel ow, and of the
standard total wunits of «credit earned, students shall earn the
follow ng nunber of verified units of credit (see 8 VAC 20-131-110 of

t hese regul ati ons):

a. Engl i sh-two;

b. mat h- one;

c. sci ence- one;

d. hi story/ soci al sci ence-one; and

e. one additional verified unit of credit of the

student's own choosi ng.

2. Credits Required for Gaduation with a Standard Di pl oma

Nunber of
Units t hese
Di scipline Area 0] Required to be
Credit Verified
Engl i sh 4 2
Mat henat i cs?! 3 1
Labor at ory Sci ence? 3 1
H story and Soci al 3 1
Sci ences?
Heal t h and Physi cal 2

Educati on
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Fine Arts or Practical 1
Arts
El ectives 6
St udent Sel ected Test 1
Tot al 22 6

'Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirenent shall be at or
above the level of Algebra and shall include at |east two course
selections from anong Algebra |, GCeonetry, Algebra 1I, or other
mat hemati cs courses above the |evel of Al gebra and CGeonetry. The Board
of —Education nmay approve additional courses to satisfy this
requirenent.

Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirement shall include
course selections at least two different science disciplines: Earth
Sci ences, Biology, Chemstry, or Physics. The Board ef—Educatioen nmay
approve additional courses to satisfy this requirenent.

3Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S.
and Virginia Hstory, US. and Virginia Covernnent, and one Wrld
Hi st ory/ Geography course. Courses which satisfy the Wrld
Hi st ory/ Geography course are: (a) Wrld Hstory; (b) Wrld CGeography;
(c) Wrld Hstory and Ceography to 1000 A.D.; (d) Wrld Hstory and
Ceography 1000 A.D. to the Present; or (e) a senester course of Wrld
H story to 1000 A.D. and a senester course of Wrld GCeography. The
Board ef—FEducation may approve additional courses to satisfy this

requirenent.
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Students conpleting the requirenents for the standard dipl omra may
be eligible to recei ve a—Beard—of—Education—Seal—and/for—ether an honor
deermed appropriate by the local school board as described in Seetioen

subsecti on BE bel ow.

B. Requi rements for an Advanced Studies D pl ona.
1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 1998-99

graduati-ng—elass—of—2001-02), students shall earn the standard units

of credits outlined in Section 2 below Beginning with the ninth-
grade class of 2000-01 {graduating—class—oef 2003-04), students shall
earn the standard units of credits outlined in Section 2 below, and of
the total credits earned, students shall earn the follow ng nunber of

verified units of credits (see 8 VAC 20-131-110 of these regul ations):

a. Engl i sh-t wo;

b. mat h-t wo;

c. sci ence-two;

d. hi st ory/ soci al sci ence-two; and

e. one additional verified unit of credit of the

student's own choosi ng.
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2. Credits Required for Gaduation with an Advanced

St udi es Di pl onma

Nurber of
Units t hese
Di scipline Area of Required to be
Credit Verified
Engli sh 4 2
Mat hemat i cs? 4 2
Laboratory Sci ence? 4 2
H story and Soci al 4 2
Sci ences?
For ei gn Language* 3
Heal t h and Physi cal 2
Educati on
Fine Arts or Practical Arts 1
El ecti ves 2
St udent Sel ected Test 1
Tot al 24 9
'Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirenent shall be at or
above the level of Algebra and shall include at |east three different
course selections from anong: Algebra |, GCeonetry, Algebra IIl, or

ot her mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The Board ef
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Education nmay approve additional courses to satisfy this requirenent.

Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirement shall include
course selections from at least three different science disciplines
from anong: Earth Sciences, Biology, Chemstry, or Physics. The Board
of —Education nmay approve additional courses to satisfy this
requirenent.

3Courses conpleted to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S.
and Virginia Hstory, US. and Virginia CGovernnent, and two Wrld
H st ory/ Geogr aphy courses. Acceptable courses to satisfy the Wrld
Hi st ory/ Geography requirenments include: (a) Wrld Hstory, and Wrld
Ceography; (b) Wrld Hstory and CGeography to 1000 A.D., and Wrld
H story and Geography from 1000 A.D. to the Present; or (c) a semester
course of World Geography, a senester course of Wrld H story to 1000
A D, and a year-long course of Wrld Hstory 1000 A D to the
Present. The Board ef—Eduecatien nay approve additional courses to
satisfy this requirenent.

“Three years of one | anguage or two years of two | anguages.

Students conpleting the requirements for the advanced studies
diploma may be eligible to receive a—Coverhor-s—Seal—andlor—other an
honor deened appropriate by the local school board as described in

Seet+oh subsection BE bel ow.

C. When students below the ninth grade successfully conplete

courses offered for credit in grades 9 through 12, credit shall be
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counted toward neeting the standard units required for graduation
provi ded the courses neet SOL content requirenments or are equivalent

in content and academc rigor as those courses offered at the

secondary | evel ——o+—verified—units—provided—students—achieve—a
passing—score—on—end—of—course—SO-—tests. To earn a verified unit of

credit for these courses, students nust neet the requirenents of 8 VAC

20-131-110.B. of these regul ati ons.

D. At a student’'s request, the local school board shal

conmuni cate or otherwise nmake known to institutions of higher

education, potential enployers, or other applicable third parties, in

a manner that the | ocal school board deens appropriate, that a student

has attained the state’s acadenic expectations by earning a Virginia

di pl ona and the value of such a diploma is not affected in any way by

the accreditation status of the student’s school

BE. Awards for Exenplary Student Performnmance

wH—reeceive—aBeard—of Education—Seal—on—the—diplora- Students who

denonstrate acadeni ¢ excell ence and or outstandi ng achi evenents nay be

eligible for one of the follow ng awards:

1. The Governor’'s Seal of Advanced Academ c Excell ence

will be awarded to students who conplete the requirenents for an
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Advanced Studies D plonma and earn a “Pass/Advanced” rating on the SCL

tests used for wverified units of credit to fulfill the diplom

requirenent. Students electing to substitute an alternative neans of

earning verified units of credit as prescribed by 8 VAC 20-131-110. B.

of these regulations nust neet requirenents of qguidelines adopted by

t he Board.

thediplema— The Board of Education’s Seal of Academ c Excellence wl

be awarded to students who conplete the requirenments for an Advanced

Studies diplonma with an “A’” average in the courses required for the

diplona and have successfully conpleted at |east one Advanced

Pl acement (AP) course, International Baccalaureate (IB) course, one

coll ege-level course, or one alternative neans of earning verified

units of credit in accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-

110.B. of these regulations. Students electing to substitute an

alternative nmeans to neet this requirement nust neet provisions

specified in guidelines adopted by the Board for earning verified

units of credit described in 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these regul ations

to qualify for this honor

3. The Superintendent’'s Seal of Academi ¢ Achi evenent will

be awarded to students who conplete the requirenents for an Advanced

Studies Diploma with a “B” average in the courses required for the
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di pl oma and have conpl eted one coll ege-level course or earned at | east

one verified unit of credit through an alternative nmeans in accordance

with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these regul ati ons.

4. The Commonweal th Seal of Academ c Achi evemrent will be

awarded to students who conplete the requirenents for a standard

diplona with an “A’ average in the courses required for the dipl ona.

5. The Board of Education’s Vocational Seal of Excellence

will be awarded to students who conplete a prescribed sequence of

courses in a vocational area of concentration or specialization that

they choose and either: (a) maintain an “A’ average in those courses;

or (b) pass an exami nhation in a vocational area that confers either a

certificate from a recognized trade or professional association or

acquire a professional license in that vocational area from the

Commonweal th of Virginia

36. Students nmay receive other seals or awards for
exceptional academ c, vocational, citizenship, or other exenplary
performance in accordance with criteria defined by the |ocal school

boar d.

EF. Students conpleting graduation requirenents in a summer
school accredited under these standards shall be eligible for a
di pl ona. The last school attended by the student during the regular
session shall award the diploma unless otherwi se agreed upon by the

principals of the two school s.
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G Students who conplete a prescribed course of study as
defined by the local school board but who do not qualify for diplonas
shall be awarded a Certificate of Program Conpletion by the | ocal

school board.

&H.  Students who conpl ete henrers—advanreed— Advanced Pl acenent,
coll ege-level or courses required for an International Baccal aureate

D ploma or other alternative neans to earn verified units of credit

shall be deened to have conpleted the requirenents for graduation

under these standards provided they have earned the standard units of

credit and passed the end-of-course tests required to earn verified

units of credits in accordance with the requirenments of 8 VAC 20-131-

50.A. and B. of these regulations as required of students earning

either a standard or an advanced studi es di pl ona—6+—+n-the caseof a

| . Students considering using an alternative neans of earning

verified units of credit as allowed by 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these

regul ations shall be counseled annually regarding the opportunities

for doing so and the consequences of failing to fulfill the

obligations to conplete the requirenents for verified units of credit.
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8 VAC 20-131-60. Transfer of Credits.

A A secondary school shall accept credits received from ot her

accredited secondary schools, including sumrer—schools—special

sesstonss schools accredited through the Virginia Council for Private

Education (VCPE). and—educational—prograns—operated—by the state— The

Board will review on an annual basis the accrediting procedures of the

VCPE and direct any changes and nodifications of such procedures in

relation to the authority granted under these provisions.

Students transferring into a Virginia public school shall be

required to neet the requirenents prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50 to

receive a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma except as nodified by

subsection E bel ow. To receive a Special Diplonma or Certificate of

Program Conpl etion, a student mnmust neet the requirenents prescribed by

the Standards of Quality.

B. Standard or verified units of credit earned by a student in

a Virginia public school shall be transferable without limtation

regardless of the accreditation status of the Virginia public school

in which the credits were earned.

BC. Records of transferred students shall be sent directly to

the school receiving the student upon request of the receiving school
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in accordance with the provisions of the "Managenent of the Student's

Schol astic Records in Virginia."
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board— The acadenic record of a student transferring into Virginia

public schools from other than a Virginia public school, shall be

evaluated to determne the nunber of standard units of credit that

have been earned, including credit from schools outside the United

States, and the nunber of verified units of credit needed to graduate

in accordance with subsection E below. Virginia public schools shal

accept standard and verified units of credit from other Virginia

public schools and state-operated prograns. Credit also shall be

accepted for courses satisfactorily conpleted in accredited colleges

and universities when prior witten approval of the principal has been

granted or the student has been given credit by the previous school

att ended.

Students transferring above grade 10 from schools or other

education prograns that do not require or give credit for health and

physi cal education shall not be required to take these courses to neet

graduation requirenents.

E. Students transferring into a Virginia public school from

other than a Virginia public school after the tenth grade shall be

encouraged to earn as nany credits as possible toward graduation that

are prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50. However, no transfer student shal

earn fewer than the follow ng nunber of verified units nor shall such
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students be required to take SO. tests for verified units of credit in

courses previously conpleted at another school or program of study

unl ess necessary to neet the requirenents listed in 1 and 2 bel ow

1. For a Standard D pl ona

a. Students transferring in at the ninth or at the

beginning of the tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8 VAC

20-131-50 of these regul ati ons;

b. Students transferring in during the tenth grade

or at the beginning of the el eventh grade shall earn a mninum of four

verified units of credit: one each in English, mathematics, history,

and sci ence; and,

C. Students transferring in during the eleventh

grade or at the beginning of the twelfth grade shall earn a m ni nrum of

two verified units of credit: one in English, and one of the student’s

choosi ng.

2. For an Advanced Studi es D pl ona:

a. Students transferring in at the ninth or at the

beginning of the tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8 VAC

20-131-50 of these regul ati ons;

b. Students transferring in during the tenth grade

or at the beginning of the eleventh grade shall earn a mnimum of six

verified units of credit: two in English, and one each in nathematics,

hi story, and science and one of the student’s choosing; and
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C. Students transferring in during the eleventh

grade or at the beginning of the twelfth grade shall earn a m ni nrum of

four verified units of <credit: one in English and three of the

student’ s choosi ng.

F. Students transferring into a Virginia secondary schoo

after the first senester of their eleventh grade year, nust neet the

requirenents of 8 VAC 20-131-60.E.1.c or E. 2.c. Students transferring

after 20 instructional hours per course of their senior or twelfth

grade year shall be given every opportunity to earn a Standard or

Advanced Studies D pl ona. If it is not possible for the student to

neet the requirenents for a diplom, arrangenents should be nade for

the student’s previous school to award the diplona. I f these

arrangenents cannot be made, a waiver of the verified unit of credit

requirements nay be available to the student. The Departnent of

Education may grant such waivers upon request by the |ocal school

board in accordance with guidelines prescribed by the Board.

G The transcript of a student who graduates or transfers from

a Virginia secondary school shall conformto the requirenents of 8 VAC

20-150-10 et. seq. , Regul ati ons Gover ni ng Secondary School

Transcri pts.

The accreditation status of a high school shall not be included

on the student transcript provided to colleges, wuniversities, or
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enpl oyers. The Board expressly states that any student who has net

the graduation requirenents established in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of these

regul ations and has received a Virginia diploma holds a diplonma that

should be recognized as equal to any other Virginia diplong,

regardl ess of the accreditation status of the student's high school.

It is the express policy of the Board that no student shall be

affected by the accreditation status of the student’s school. The

Board shall take appropriate action, fromtinme to tinme, to ensure that

no student is affected by the accreditation status of the student’s

school .
PART IV

SCHOCL | NSTRUCTI ONAL PROGRAM
8 VAC 20-131-70. Program of Instruction and Learning Objectives
8 VAC 20-131-80. Instructional Programin El ementary School s
8 VAC 20-131-90. Instructional Programin Mddle School s
8 VAC 20-131-100. Instructional Programin Secondary School s
8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and Verified Units of Credit
8 VAC 20- 131-120. Sunmer School
8 VAC 20-131-130. El ective Courses
8 VAC 20- 131- 140. Col | ege Preparation Programand Qpportunities for

Post secondary Credit
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8 VAC 20- 131-150. St andard School Year and School Day

8 VAC 20- 131-160. Addi tional Reading Instruction

8 VAC 20-131-170. Fam |y Life Education

8 VAC 20-131-180. Of-Site Instructional Prograns

8 VAC 20-131-190. Li brary Media, Materials and Equi prent

8 VAC 20- 131- 200. Extracurricular and Gt her School Activities

8 VAC 20-131-70. Program of Instruction and Learni ng Objectives.
A Each school shall provide a program of instruction that

pronmotes individual student academ c achievenent in the essential
academ c disciplines and shall provide additional instructiona
opportunities that neet the abilities, interests, and educational
needs of students. Each school shall establish |earning objectives to
be achi eved by students at successive grade |evels that neet or exceed
the know edge and skills contained in the Standards of Learning for
Engli sh, mathematics, science, and history/social science adopted by
the Board ef—Eduecation in June 1995 and shall continually assess the

progress of each student in relation to the objectives.

B. Instruction shall be designed to accommobdate all students,
including those with disabilities, those identified as gifted/tal ented

andfe+ those who have limted English proficiency.
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Each school shall provide students identified as gifted/tal ented
with instructional progranms taught by teachers with special training

or experience in working with gifted/tal ented students.

Students with disabilities shall have the opportunity to receive a
full continuum of education services, 1in accordance wth the
"Regul ati ons Governing Special Education Prograns for Children wth

Disabilities in Virginia-"

and other pertinent federal/state regul ations.

8 VAC 20-131-80. Instructional Programin El ementary School s.

A Each el enentary school shall provide each student a program
of instruction which corresponds to the Standards of Learning for
Engl i sh, mat henati cs, sci ence, and history/social sci ence. In
addi tion, each school shall provide instruction in art, music, and

physi cal education and heal t h.

B. In grades K-3, reading witing, spelling, and nathenatics

shall be the—ecere the focus of the instructional program Schools

shall maintain, in a manner prescribed by the Board, an early skills
and know edge achi evenent record in reading and math for each student
in grades K-3 to nonitor student progress and to pronote successful

achi everent +r on the third grade SOL tests. This record shall be
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included with the student’s records if the student transfers to a new

school .

C. Instructional Tine. To provide students wth sufficient
opportunity to learn, a mnimm of 75% of the annual instructional
time of 990 hours shall be given to instruction in the disciplines of
English, nmathematics, science, and history/social science. St udent s
who are not successfully progressing in early reading proficiency

and/ or who are unable to read the materials necessary for instruction

with conprehension shall receive additional instructional tinme in
r eadi ng.
8 VAC 20-131-90. Instructional Programin Mddle Schools.

A Each mddle level school shall provide each student a

program of instruction which corresponds to the Standards of Learning
for English, mthematics, science, and history/social science. In
addition, each school shall provide instruction in art, music, foreign
| anguage, physical education and health, and career and vocational

expl orati on.

B. The mddle school shall provide a mnimum of eight

offerings courses to students in eighth grade. —feuwr—required—courses

€Engl i sh, mathematics, science, and history/social science) shall be
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requi red. And—FFour elective courses (Level one +a of a foreign

| anguage, one in health and physical education, one in fine arts, and

one in career and vocational exploration) shall be avail able.

C. Credit-bearing Course Qpportunities. Level one of a

foreign | anguage shall be available to all eighth-grade students. —n

for—waking—sueh—a—regquest———Nothing in these regulations shall be

construed to prevent a mddle school from offering any other

appropriate credit-bearing courses for graduation

D. Instructional Tine. To provide students a sufficient
opportunity to learn, each student shall be provided 140 cl ock hours
per year of instruction in each of the four disciplines of English,
mat h, science, and history/social science. Sixth-grade students nay
receive an alternative schedule of instruction provided each student
receives at |east 560 total clock hours of instruction in the four

academ c di sci plines.

8 VAC 20-131-100. I nstructional Programin Secondary School s.
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A Each secondary school shall provide each student a program
of instruction in the academ c areas of English, mathematics, science,
and history/social science that enables each student to neet the
graduation requirements described in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of these

regul ati ons, and shall offer opportunities for students to pursue a

program of studies in several academcs, fine arts, and vocationa

areas incl uding:

1. Vocational education choices that prepare the student
as a vocational program conpleter in one of three or nore occupationa
areas and that prepare the student for technical or pre-professiona
post secondary prograns;

2. Course work and experiences that prepare the student
for college-level studies including access to at |least two Advanced
Pl acenent courses or two coll ege-level courses for credit; and

3. Preparation for sehelastic—aptitude coll ege adm ssions

tests; and

4. Qpportunities to study and explore the fine arts.

B. M ni mum course offerings for each secondary school —grades

9-12- shall provide that opportunities for students ean to neet the

graduation requirements stated in this—decurent 8 VAC 20-131-50 of

t hese regul ati ons and nust incl ude:
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Academ ¢ Subj ects 23

Engli sh (4)

Mat hemat i cs (4)

Sci ence (Laboratory) (4)

H story and Soci al (4)

Sci ences

For ei gn Language (3)

El ecti ves (4)

Vocati onal Education 11

Fine Arts 2

Heal t h and Physi cal 2

Educati on

Total Units 38
C C assroom driver education may count for 36 class periods

of health education. Students shall not be renoved from cl asses ot her
than health and physical education for the in-car phase of driver

educati on.
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8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and Verified Units of Credit.

A The standard unit of credit for graduation shall be based

on a mnimum of 140 <clock hours of instruction and successful

conpl etion of the requirenents of the course. Wien credit is awarded

in less than whole units, the increnent awarded mnust be no greater
than the fractional part of the 140 hours of instruction provided. If
a school division elects to award credit IHA—a—hehr—core—academec—course

on a basis other than the standard unit of credit defined above, the

leealty | ocal school division shall develop a witten policy approved

by the superintendent and school board which ensures:

1. that the content of the course for which credit is
awarded is conparable to 140 cl ock hours of instruction; and
2. that upon conpletion, the student wll have net the

aims and objectives of the course.

B. A verified unit of credit for graduation shall be based on

a mninmum of 140 clock hours of instruction, successful conpletion of

the requirenents of the course, and the achi evenent by the student of

a passing score on the end-of-course SOL Standards—ef—Learning test

for that course or alternative test as descri bed bel ow
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In addition to the SOL tests, the Board may approve alternative

tests for which the student may earn a verified unit of credit. An

alternative test nmust, at a minimum neet the following criteria:

1. The test nmust be standardi zed and graded i ndependently

of the school or school division in which the test is given

2. The test nust be criterion-referenced and know edge-

based:;

3. The test nust be admnistered on a nultistate or

i nternational basis; and

4. The test nust be given in a course that incorporates

t he SCL.

The Board will set the passing score that nmust be achieved to earn

a verified unit of credit on the alternative test.

C A school enploying a scheduling configuration of |less than
140 clock hours per course in the 1996-97 school year may retain that
scheduling configuration provided such school is rated Fully
Accredited with H gh Honors, Fully Accredited with Honors, or =Fully

Accredited.> Schools rated “Acecredited—wth Varning Accredited with

Warning (in specific area) may be required to address their scheduling

configuration in their eerreetive—aection School |Inprovenent pgPlan

requi red by 8 VAC 20-131-310B of these regul ations.
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8 VAC 20-131-120. Surmmrer School

The courses offered and the quality of instruction in the sunmer

school program shall be egual—in—quality to—the program conparable to

that offered during the regular school term At the mddle and

secondary school levels, credit for courses taken for credit toward

graduation other than a repeat course shall be awarded in accordance

with the requirenments of 8 VAC 20-131-110. Students nust al so neet the

requirenments for SCOL testing if appropriate.

A At the mddle and secondary school |evels,&redit for
repeat ed work courses ordinarily will be granted on the same basis as
that for new werk courses; however, With prior approval of the
princi pal, eertain students nmay be allowed to enroll in twe repeat

subjeets courses to be conpleted in not |ess than #5 70 clock hours of

instruction per unit of credit. Students nust also neet the

requi renments for SO testing if appropriate.

B. Summer school instruction at any level, which is provided

as part of a state-funded renedial program shall be designed to

i nprove specific identified student deficiencies. Such prograns shal

be conducted in accordance with regul ati ons adopted by the Board.
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8 VAC 20-131-130. El ecti ve Courses.

Local | y devel oped el ective courses offered for credit toward high
school graduation shall be approved by the division superintendent and

| ocal school board.

8 VAC 20-131- 140. Col l ege Preparation Progranms and Qpportunities

for Postsecondary Credit.

Each mddle and secondary school shall provide for the early
identification and enrollnment of students in a college preparation
program with a range of educational and academ c experiences in and
outside the classroom including an enphasis on experiences that wll

noti vate di sadvantaged and mnority students to attend coll ege.

Begi nning in the m ddl e-school years, students shall be counsel ed
as to opportunities for beginning postsecondary education prior to
hi gh  school graduati on. Students taking advantage of such
opportunities shall not be denied participation in school activities
for which they are otherwi se eligible. Wher ever possible, students
shall be encouraged and afforded opportunities to take coll ege courses
si mul taneously for high school graduation and college degree credit

(dual enrollnent), under the followi ng conditions:
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1. pror witten approval of the high school principal
prior to participation in fer—the—eross-—registration dual enroll nent

nust be obt ai ned;

2. the college nust accept the student for admission to
t he course(s); and
3. the course(s) nust be given by the college for degree

credits (henee~ no renedial courses will be accepted).

Schools that conply with this standard shall not be penalized in

receiving state appropriations.

8 VAC 20-131-150. St andard School Year and School Day.

A The standard school year shall be 180 days. The standard
school day for students in grades 1-12 shall average at least 5 %
hours, excluding #nAtermssions breaks for neals, and a mninmm of 3
hours for kindergarten. School divisions nmay develop alternative
schedul es for neeting these requirenments as long as a mnimum of 990
hours of instructional tine is provided for grades 1-12 and 540 hours
for Kkindergarten. Such alternative plans nust be approved by the
| ocal school board and by the Board ef—Edueatien, under guidelines
established by the Board ef—Education. No alternative plan which
reduces the instructional time in the core academcs shall be

appr oved.
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B. Al students in grades 1-12 shall nmaintain a full-day

schedul e of classes (5 % hours), unless a waiver is granted by—the

in accordance with policies defined by the |ocal school board.

8 VAC 20-131-160. Addi tional Reading Instruction

Each school shall ensure that students who are unable to read
with conprehension the materials necessary for instruction receive

additional instruction in reading, which may include sumer school

8 VAC 20-131-170. Fam |y Life Education.

Each school may inplenent the Standards of Learning for the
Fam |y Life Education program pronul gated by the Board ef—Eduecation or
a Famly Life Education program consistent wth the guidelines
devel oped by the Board ef—Educatioen which shall have the goals of
reducing the incidence of pregnancy and/or sexually-transmtted

di seases and substance abuse anbng teenagers.
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8 VAC 20-131-180. Of-Site Instruction

A Hormebound I nstruction. Honebound instruction shall be nade
available to students who are confined for periods that would prevent
normal school attendance based upon certification of need by a
licensed physician or |icensed clinical psychol ogist. For students
eligible for speci al education and/or related services, t he
I ndi vi dual i zed Education Program or 504 Plan comm ttee nust revise the
| EP, as appropriate. Cedit for the work shall be awarded when it is
done under the supervision of a certified teacher, a person eligible
to hold a Virginia certificate, or other appropriately 1licensed

prof essional, enployed by the 1local school board, and neets the

requi renents of 8 VAC 20-131-110 of these regul ati ons.

B. Correspondence Courses. Students may enroll in and receive
a standard or verified unit of credit for supervised correspondence
courses +hA—subjeets—not—available to them through—the —school-s
schedule with prior approval of the principal. Credit shall be awarded
for the successful conmpletion of such courses when the course is
equivalent to that offered in the regular school program and the work
is done under the supervision of a licensed teacher, or a person
eligible to hold a Virginia l|icense, approved by the |ocal school
avthorities board. Verified units of credit may be earned when the
student has passed the SO. test associated with the correspondence

course conpl et ed. The |ocal school board shall develop policies
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governing this nmethod of instruction in accordance with the provisions

of 8 VAC 20-131-110 and the administration of required SOL tests

prescribed by 8 VAC 20-131-30 of these regul ati ons.

C. Schools are encouraged to pursue alternative neans to

deliver instruction to accombdate student needs through energing

technologies and other simlar neans. Credit nmay be awarded for

successful conpletion of such courses when the course is equivalent to

that offered in the regular school program and the work is done under

the supervision of a licensed teacher, or a person eligible to hold a

Virginia teaching |license and approved by |ocal school board. Verified

units of credit may be earned when the student has successfully

conpl eted the requirenents and passed the SO. test associated with the

course. The local school board shall develop policies governing this

nmet hod of delivery of instruction that shall include the provisions of

8 VAC 20-131-110 and the admnistration of required SOL tests

prescribed by 8 VAC 20-131-30 of these regul ati ons.

8 VAC 20-131-190. Library Media, Materials, and Equi pnent.

A Li brary Media Services. Each school shall nmaintain an
organi zed library nmedia center as the resource center of the school
and provide a unified program of media services and activities for

students and teachers before, during, and after school. The library
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media center shall ~contain hard copy, electronic technologica
resources, materials, and equipnent which are sufficient to neet
research, inquiry, and reading requirements of the instructiona

program and general student interest.

B. Materials and Equi pnent. Each school shall provide a

variety of materials and equipnment to support the instructional

program
8 VAC 20-131-200. Extracurricular and O her School Activities.
A School - sponsored extracurricular activities shall be under

the direct supervision of the staff and shall contribute to the
educational objectives of the school. Extracurricular activities mnust
be organized to avoid interrupting the instructional progr am
Extracurricular activities shall not be permtted to interfere wth
the student's required instructional activities. Extracurricul ar
activities and eligibility requirenments shall be established and

approved by the superintendent and the school board.

B. Conpetitive sports of a varsity nature (scheduled |eague

ganes) shall be prohibited as a part of the el enentary school program
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PART V

SCHOOL AND | NSTRUCTI ONAL LEADERSHI P

8 VAC 20-131-210. Rol e of the Principa

8 VAC 20- 131-220. Rol e of Professional Teaching Staff

8 VAC 20- 131-230. Rol e of Support Staff

8 VAC 20- 131- 240. Adm ni strative and Support Staff Required

& VAC20-131-250—AternativeStatHHngPan

8 VAC 20-131-210. Rol e of the Principal.

A The princi pal shal—beresponsiblefor is recogni zed as the
i nstructional leadership |leader of the school and is responsible for

effective school nanagenent t hat pr onot es positive st udent

achi evenent, a safe and secure environnment in which to teach and

learn, and efficient use of resources. As a natter of policy, the

Board, through these standards, recognizes the critically inportant

role of principals to the success of public schools and the students

who attend those schools and reconmmends that |ocal school boards

provide principals with the maxi mum authority available under law in

all matters affecting the school including, but not Ilinmted to,

instruction and personnel, in a manner that allows the principal to be

hel d accountable in a fair and consistent nanner for matters under his

or her direct control.
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B. Instructional Leadership. The principal, responsible for

ensuring students are provided an opportunity to | earn, shall

1. Pr ot ect t he academ c i nstructional tine from
unnecessary interruptions and disruptions and enable the professiona
teaching staff to spend the nmaxinum time possible in the
teaching/learning process by Kkeeping to a mnimum clerical
responsibility and the tinme students are out of class;

2. Ensure that the school division's student code of
conduct is enforced and that—the—school—environrent—is—safleand-secure

shall seek to maintain a safe and secure school environnent

3. Anal yze the school's test anrd-subtest scores annually
by grade and by discipline to:
a. direct and require appropriate renrediationt

Hatervention prevention, intervention, and/or renediation to those

students perform ng bel ow grade | evel or not passing the SCOL tests;

b. involve the staff of the school in identifying
the types of staff devel opnent needed to inprove student achi evenent
and ensure that the staff participate in those activities; and

C. anal yze classroom practices and nethods for
i mprovenent of instruction.

4. Ensure that students’ records are naintained and that

criteria used in naking placenent and pronotion decisions, as well as
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any instructional interventions wused to inprove the student’s
performance, are included in the record;
5. Monitor and evaluate the quality of instruction, and

provi de fer—inh-service—training, staff developnent, proefessional
asststance—and support that is designed to inprove instruction, and

ensure seek to ensure the successful attainnent of the know edge and

skills required for students by the SQ.; and
6. Maintain records of students who drop out of school
including their reasons for dropping out and actions taken to prevent

students from droppi ng out.

C. School Managenent Leader ship. The principal, responsible

for effective school nmanagenent, shall

1. Wrk with staff to create an atnosphere of nutual
respect and courtesy and to facilitate constructive conmmunication by
establishing and maintaining a current handbook of personnel policies
and procedures;

2. Wrk wth the comunity to involve parents and
citizens in the educational program and facilitate comrunication with
parents by maintaining and dissem nating a current student handbook of
policies and procedures that includes the school division s standards
of student conduct and procedures for enforcenent, along with other

matters of interest to parents and students;
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3. Maintain a current record of I|icensure, endorsenent,
and in-service training conpleted by staff; and

4. Mai ntain records of receipts and disbursenents of all
funds handled. These records shall be audited annually by a

pr of essi onal accountant approved by the | ocal school board.

8 VAC 20-131-220. Rol e of Professional Teaching Staff.

The professional teaching staff shall be responsible for
providing instruction that is educationally sound in an atnosphere of
nmutual respect and courtesy, which is conducive to learning and in
which all students are expected to achieve the objectives of the
Standards of Learning for the appropriate grade |evel or disciptine

course. The staff shall:

A Serve as teadership—models—of role nodels for effective

oral and witten conmunication with special attention to the correct

use of |anguage and spel ling.

B. Strive to strengthen the basic skills of students in all

subj ect s.

C. Establ i sh teaching objectives to achieve the foll ow ng:
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1. Identify what students are expected to | earn; and
2. Inform students of the achi evenent expected and keep

t hem engaged i n | earning tasks;

D. Provide for individual differences of students through the

use of differentiated instruction, varied materials, and activities

suitable to their interests and abilities.

E. Assess the progress of students and report pronptly and

constructively to themand their parents.

8 VAC 20-131-230. Rol e of Support Staff.

The school’s support staff shall work with the principal and

prof essional teaching staff to pronote student achievenent and

successful attainnent of the school’s goals.

8 VAC 20-131-240. Adm ni strative and Support Staff Required.

A Each school shall have the regquired staff as specified in

the Standards of Quality wth proper |licenses and endorsenents

including. =  Fhre—toHowtrg—shall—be—the—mrmm—adma-stratve—and
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1. Position: principal; elenentary: one half-tine to 299,
one full-time at 300; Mddle: one full-tinme; secondary: one full-tine.

2. Posi tion: assi st ant princi pal ; el ementary: one
hal f-time at 600, one full-time at 900; nmiddle: one full-time each
600; secondary: one full-time each 600.

3. Position: librarian; elenentary: part tine to 299, one
full-time at 300; mddle: one half-time to 299, one full-time at 300,
two full-tinme at 1000; secondary: one half-time to 299, one full-tine
at 300, two full-tinme at 1000.

4. Posi tion: guidance counselors or reading specialists;
el ementary: one hour per day per 100, one full-tine at 500, one hour
per day additional time per 100 or major fraction.

5. Position: guidance counsel or: m ddl e: one period per
80, one full-time at 400, one additional period per 80 or nmajor
fraction; secondary: one period per 70, one full-time at 350, one
addi ti onal period per 70 or major fraction.

6. Position: clerical; elenmentary: part tine to 299, one
full-time at 300; mddle: one full-time and one additional full-tine
for each 600 beyond 200 and one full-time for the library at 750;
secondary: one full-tinme and one additional full-tine for each 600

beyond 200 and one full-time for the library at 750.
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€B. The principal of each mddl e and secondary school shall be

enpl oyed on a twel ve-nonth basi s.

BC. Each secondary school with 350 or nore students and each
m ddl e school with 400 or nore students shall enmploy at |east one
nmenber of the guidance staff for 11 nonths. Quidance counseling shal
be provided for students to ensure that a program of studies
contributing to the student’s academ c achievenent and neeting the
graduation requirenents specified in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of these

regul ati ons are being followed. In addition, the counseling program

shall provide for a mnimm of 60% of the time of each nenber of the

gui dance staff devoted to such counseling of students.

ED. M ddl e school teachers in schools with a seven-period day
may teach 150 student periods per day or 30 class periods per week,
provided all teachers with nore than 25 class periods per week have
one period per day unencunbered of aH- any teaching and/ or supervisory

duti es.
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E. Full -time secondary classroom teachers shall be provided

pl anning tine unencunbered by supervisory or teaching duties equal to

a mninmm of 12% of an instructional day. An appropriate contractual

agreenent and conpensation shall be provided for a full-tine classroom

t eacher whose planning tine does not neet the 12% ni ni nrum

GF. Mddle or secondary school teachers shall teach no nore
than 750 student periods per week; however, physical education and

nmusi ¢ teachers nmay teach 1,000 student periods per week.

HG. Each school shall report the extent to which an

unencunbered |lunch is provided for all classroomteachers.
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+H. Fhe—nunber—of —students Staff-student ratios in special and

vocational education classroons shall conply with regulations of the

Boar d ef—Education.

. Pupi | per sonnel servi ces, i ncl udi ng visiting
t eachers/school social workers, school psychologists, and guidance
counselors, shall be available as necessary to pronote academc

achi evenment .

PART VI

SCHOOL FACI LI TI ES AND SAFETY

8 VAC 20- 131- 260. School Facilities and Safety
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8 VAC 20-131-260. School Facilities and Safety.

A Each school shall be muintained in a nmanner ensuring
conpliance with the Uniform Statew de Building Code and regul ati ons of
the Board ef—Educatien pertaining to facilities. In addition, the

school adm ni strati on shall

1. Maintain a physical plant that is accessible,
barrier-free, safe, and cl ean

2. Provide for the proper outdoor display of flags of the
United States and of the Commonweal th of Virginia;

3. Provi de suitable space for classroons, admnistrative
staff, pupil personnel services, library and media services, and for
t he needs and safety of physical education; and

4. Provi de adequat e, saf e, and properly equi pped

| aboratories to neet the needs of instruction in the sciences,

conmputer technology, fine arts, and vocational prograns.

B. Each school shall mintain records of regular safety,
health and fire inspections that have been conducted and certified by
local health and fire departnents. The frequency of such inspections
shall be determ ned by the |ocal school board in consultation with the
local health and fire departnents. In addition, the school

adm ni stration shall:
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1. Equip all exit doors with panic hardware as required
by the Uniform Statew de Buil ding Code; and

2. Conduct fire drills at least once a week during the
first month of school and at |east once each nonth for the remai nder
of the school term Evacuation routes for students shall be posted in

each room Additionally, at l|least one simulated |ock-down and crisis

energency evacuation activity should be conducted early in the schoo

ear.

C. Each school shall have contingency plans for energencies
that includes staff certified in Cardiopul nonary Resuscitation (CPR),
the Heimich maneuver, and energency first aid. In addition, the

school adm nistration shall ensure that the school has:

1. Witten procedures to follow in energencies such as
fire, injury, illness, and violent or threatening behavior. The plan
shall be outlined in the student handbook and discussed with staff and
students during the first week of each school year;

2. Space for the proper care of students who becone ill
and

3. A witten procedure, in accordance wth guidelines
established by the local school board, for responding to violent,
disruptive or illegal activities by students on school property or

during a school -sponsored activity.
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PART VI 1

SCHOOL AND COMMUNI TY COVMUNI CATI ONS

8 VAC 20- 131-270. School and Conmunity Comuni cati ons
8 VAC 20-131-270. School and Conmunity Comuni cati ons.
Each school shall pronote conmunication and foster nutual

under standing with parents and the community. Each school shall:

A I nvol ve par ent s, citizens, conmuni ty agenci es and
representatives from business and i ndustry in devel opi ng,
dissemnating and explaining the biennial school plan, on advisory
conmttees, in curriculum studies, and in evaluating the educational

pr ogr am

B. Provide annually to the parents and the community a School

Performance Report Card, in a manner prescribed by the Board. and

s—hot—|mtedto- The information contained therein will be for the

nost recent three-year period. Such information shall include but not

be limted to:
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1. SCOL test scores for the school, school division, and

st at e.

2. Percent of students tested, as well as the percent of

students not tested, to include a breakout of students wth

disabilities and limted English proficient students.

3. Percent age of students who are otherwise eligible but

do not take the SOL tests due to enrollnent in an alternative, or any

other program not leading to a standard, advanced studies, or IB

di pl onma.

4. Performance of students with disabilities and |limted

English proficient students on SOL tests and alternate assessnents as

appropri ate.

25. AtHtendance—rates—for—students—for—the—most—recent
three—year—period—for—which—such—data—are—available—— The

accreditation rating awarded to the school
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Attendance rates for students.

7. Information related to school safety to include, but

not limted to, incidents of physical violence (including fighting and

other serious offenses), possession of firearnms, and possession of

ot her weapons.

8. Information related to qualifications and experience

of the teaching staff including the percentage of the school’s

t eachers endorsed in the area of their prinmary teaching assignnment.

49. In_ addition, secondary schools’ School Perfornmance

Report Cards shall include the follow ng:




CHAPTER 131. Page 54 of 92

REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDI TI NG PUBLI C SCHOOLS IN VIRG NI A

c—Dropout—ratesfor the current—and previous—three

a. Advanced Placenent (AP) information to include

percent age of students who take AP courses and percentage who take AP

tests;

b. International Baccal aureate (IB) information to

i nclude percentage of students who are enrolled in IB prograns and

percent age of students who receive | B dipl onmas;

C. Col | ege-1 evel course information to include

percent age of students who take coll ege-|evel courses;

d. Percentage of (1) diplomas and (2) certificates

awarded to the senior class including GED certificates and (3)

students who do not graduate

e. Percentage of students in alternative prograns

that do not lead to a standard or advanced studi es di pl ong;

f. Per cent age of student s in academ c year

Governor’s School s; and

g. Per cent age of drop-outs.
5 Theaceredi-tationrating—awardedtotheschoolforthe
current—and previous—three years—
C. Cooperate wth business and industry in formulating
vocat i onal educat i onal progranms and conduct joint enterprises
i nvol ving personnel, facilities, training prograns, and ot her

resources.
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D. Encourage and support the establishnment and/or continuation

of a parent-teacher association or other organization and work

cooperatively with it.

E. At the beginning of each school year, schools shall provide

to its students’ parent(s) and/or guardi an(s):

1. the aecademe learning objectives developed in

accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-70 of these

regul ations to be achieved at their child s grade level, or, in high

school, a copy of the syllabus for each of their child s courses, and

a copy of the school division pronotion, retention, and renediation

pol i ci es.

2. a copy of the Standards of Learning applicable to the
child's grade or course requirements and the approximte date and
potential inpact of the child s next SOL testing; and

3. annual notice to students at all grade levels of all
requirements for Standard and Advanced Studies diplonmas, and the

Board's policies on pronpotion and retention as outlined in 8 VAC 20-

131- 30 of these regul ations.
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PART VI I

SCHOOL ACCREDI TATI ON

8 VAC 20- 131-280. Expectati ons for School Accountability

8 VAC 20- 131-290. Procedures for Certifying Accreditation
Eligibility

8 VAC 20- 131- 300. Application of the Standards

8 VAC 20- 131- 310. | mpr ovenent Planning for Schools that are
Accredited with Warning

8 VAC 20- 131- 320. School | nprovenent Levels

8 VAC 20- 131- 325. Recogni ti ons and Rewar ds for School
Account abi lity Perfornmance

8 VAC 20-131- 330. Wai vers

8 VAC 20- 131- 340. Ef fective Dates

8 VAC 20- 131- 280. Expectations for School Accountability.

A Schools will be accredited annually based on conpliance

with pre-accreditation eligibility requirenents and achi evenent of the

school

accountability

requirenents of 8 VAC 20-131-300.D. of these

regul ati ons.
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B. These standards apply to schools for all grade levels, K-

12, as listed bel ow

1. Schools with grades K-5 shall be classified as

el ementary school s;

2. Schools with grades 6-8 shall be classified as mddle

school s;

3. Schools with grades 9-12 shall be «classified as

secondary school s.

4. Schools with grade configurations other than these

shall be classified in accordance with policies and practices of the

Departnent of Educati on.

AC. Each school shal | be accredited based prinmarily on
achi evenent of the criteria established in 8 VAC 20-131-30 of these

regul ati ons as specified bel ow

1. Al'l students enrolled in a grade or course in which a

SOL test is admnistered shall take each applicable SOL test unless

exenpted from participating in all or part of the testing program by

one of the foll ow ng:

a. | EP or 504 Pl an
b. LEP comm ttee
C. use of alternate neans for verified units of

credit as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of these regul ati ons.
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2. Eval uating the performance of schools shall take into

consi der ati on:

a. t he percentage of eligible students who achi eve a

passing score on the prescribed SO tests or other assessnents used

for verified units of credit as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110.B. of

t hese regul ati ons;

b. t he per cent age of t hose students W th

disabilities whose IEPs or 504 Plans specify their participation in

alternate assessnent who attain a proficient level score (beginning

with the 2000-01 school year); and

C. t he school 's annual inprovenent as described in 8

VAC 20-131-300. D. of these regul ations.

3. Eligi bl e students shall be defined as the total nunber

of students enrolled in the school at a grade or course for which an

SOL test is required unless excluded under subsection E bel ow and

those students with disabilities who participate in the alternate

assessnent program

14. Elementary—sSchools shall be evaluated by the

percentage of the school’s eligible students iA—grades—three—andfive
who achieve a passing score on the SOL tests in the four core academc
ar eas—for—their—respeeti-ve—grades admnistered in the school .
2—M-ddle—sechools—shall—be—evaluated—by—achieverent—of
Liaibl I I , he f o :
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3—Secondary—schools—shall—be—evaluated—by—student
achieverent—onthe end-of-course SO tests taken—

5. Schools with grade configurations that do not house a
grade or offer courses for which SOL tests are admnistered will be

paired with another school in the division housing one or nore of the

grades in which SOL tests are adm nistered. The pairing of such
schools will be nade upon the adwvieelrecommendation of the |[ocal
superi nt endent . The schools should have a “feeder” relationship and

the grades shoul d be conti guous.

BD. Special purpose schools such as regional, er—stand-alene

special education, alternative, or vocational schools that serve as
the student’s school of principal enrollnment shall be evaluated on

standards appropriate to the secheels prograns offered in the school

and approved by the Board ef—Edueation prior to August 1 of the school
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year for which approval is requested. Every—school—that—awards—a

graduati-on—as—defined—+n—Parts—Ht+—and—H~  Any student graduating

from a special purpose school with a standard or advanced studies

di plona nust neet the requirenments prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of

t hese regul ati ons.

E. When calculating the passing rates on SO. tests for the

pur pose of school accountability, the following tolerances for limted

English proficient (LEP) and transfer students will apply:
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1. LEP students shall have a one tine exenption in each

of the four core areas for SOL tests designed to assess SOL content in

ki ndergarten through ei ghth grade.

2. LEP students shall not be exenpted from participating

in the SOL end-of —course testing.

3. The scores of LEP students enrolled in Virginia public

schools fewer than eleven (11) senesters shall be renoved from the

cal cul ation used for the purposes of school accreditation required by

8 VAC 20-131-280 C and 8 VAC 20-131-300 D of these regulations.

Conmpl etion of a senmester shall be based on school nenbership days.

Menbership days are defined as the days the student is officially

enrolled in a Virginia public school, regardless of days absent or

present. For a senester to count as a conpleted senester, a student

nmust have been in nenbership for a nmpgjority of the nenbership days of

the senester. Senesters need not be consecuti ve.

4. In accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-30

of these regulations, all students who transfer into Virginia public

schools are expected to take and pass all applicable SOL tests unless

t hey have been exenpted as defined in 8 VAC 20-131-280 C. 1.

5. Al students who transfer within a school division

shall have their scores counted in the calculation of the school’s

accountability (accreditation) rating. Students who transfer into a

Virginia school from another Virginia school division, another state,

or another country, in Kkindergarten through eighth grade shall be

expected to take all applicable SO tests. However, if the transfer
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takes place after the 20'" instructional day follow ng the opening of

school, the scores on these tests wll not be used in calculating

school accountability (accreditation) ratings.

6. Students who transfer into a Virginia mddle or high

school from another state or country and enroll in a course for which

there is an end-of-course SOL test shall be expected to take the test

for that course. However, if the transfer takes place after 20

i nstructional hours per course have elapsed followi ng the opening of

school or beginning of the senester if applicable, the scores on those

tests wll not be wused in calculating school accountability

(accreditation) ratings in the year the transfer occurs.

BF. Pre-accreditation requirenents: As a prerequisite to the
awarding of an accreditation rating as defined in 8 VAC 20-131-300,
Application of the Standards, each new or existing school shall

docurment, in a manner prescribed by the Board the following: Hs (1)

conpliance with the requirenents to offer courses that wll allow
students to conplete the graduation requirenments in 8 VAC 20-131-50,
(2) the ability to offer the instructional program prescribed in 8 VAC
20-131-70 through 8 VAC 20-131-100 (3) the |eadership and staffing
requi renents of 8 VAC 20-131-210 through 8 VAC 20-131-240, and (4) the
facilities and safety provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-260 of these

regul ati ons.
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8 VAC 20- 131-290. Pr ocedur es for Certifying Accreditation

Eligibility.

A Schools will be #nitiaby accredited under these standards
annually based on conpliance with the pre-accreditation criteria

described in 8 VAC 20-131-280. BF. abeve.

B. To be eligible for accreditation, the principal of each

school and the division superintendent shall certify to the Departnent

of Education:

1. The extent to which each school neets standards
reported as met in the previous year described in 8 VAC 20-131-280 D

2. That the SOL have been fully incorporated into his/her

school division's curriculumin all accreditation-eligible schools and

the SOL nmaterial is being taught to all students eligible to take the

SOL tests. This shall be verified in witing to the Board no |ater

than July 1 of every \year, by each | ocal school di vi si on

superi nt endent . and

3. shaH—submt—-nformatieon—oen—aActions taken to correct

any wernings—er—adviserents non-conpliance issues cited in the

previ ous year.

The principal of each school and the division superintendent

shal | subm t—as—+regquired, pre-accreditation eligibility reports in a
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manner prescribed by the Boardy- threugh—the—divsion—superintendent—

and to the Departnment of Education. Failure to submt the reports on
time will constitute grounds for denying accreditation to the school

C In keeping with provisions of the Standards of Quality, and
in conjunction wth the six-year plan of the division, each school
shall prepare and inplenent a biennial school plan that shall be

avai lable to students, parents, staff and the public. Each bi enni al

school plan shall be evaluated as part of the devel opnent of the next

bi enni al plan. Exeept—for—thebiennial—school—plan—witten—division—

may use other plans to satisfy the requirenent for the biennial plan

with prior witten approval fromthe Departnent of Education

D. Wth the approval of the local school board, leeal schools
seeking to inplenent experinmental and/or innovative prograns that—are
not consistent wth accreditation standards or other regulations
promul gated by the Board shall submt a waiver request, on forns
provided, to the Board ef—Educatien for evaluation and approval prior

to inplenentation. The request nust include the follow ng:

1. pur pose and objectives of the experinental/ innovative
programs;;_
2. description and duration of the prograns—;

3. antici pated out comesr; euthHne—length—
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4. nunber of students affected-, and
5. eval uation procedures; and
6. mechani sns for nmeasuring goals, obj ecti ves, and

student academ ¢ achi evenent.

Except as specified below, the Board may grant —fer—a—period—up
to—fve—years~ for a period up to five years, a waiver of any

regul ations pronulgated by the Board that are not nandated by state

law or federal |law or designed to pronote health or safety. The Board
may grant all or a portion of the request. \Waivers of requirenments in
8 VAC 20-131-30 {Student—Achieverent—Expeetations)y, 8 VAC 20-131-50
Reguirerments—for Graduation), 8 VAC 20-131-70 {Program-oftnstruction
and—Learning—Cbjeetives), and 8 VAC 20-131-280 through 8 VAC 20-131-

340 shall not be granted, and no waiver nmay be approved for a program

whi ch woul d violate the provisions of the Standards of Quality.
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8 VAC 20-131-300. Application of the Standards.

A Extsting—sSchool s whieh that neet the pre-accreditation

requirements prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-280.D. of these regul ations

may shall be assigned one of the following ratings as described in

this section:

1. Earned During Acadenic Years Ending in 2000 through

2003:

a. Fully Accredited

i Fully Accredited with Honors

ii. Fully Accredited with H gh Honors

b. Provisionally Accredited

i. Provi sionally Accredited/ Needs | nprovenent

C. Accredited with Warning in (specified acaden c

area or areas)

d. Conditionally Accredited

2. Earned During Acadenmi c Years Ending in 2004 and 2005:

a. Ful ly Accredited

i. Fully Accredited with Honors

ii. Ful ly Accredited with H gh Honors

b. Accredited with Warning in (specified acaden c

area or areas)

C. Condi tionally Accredited




CHAPTER 131. Page 67 of 92

REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDI TI NG PUBLI C SCHOOLS IN VIRG NI A

3. Ear ned During Academnmic Years Ending in 2006 and Beyond

a. Ful ly Accredited

i Fully Accredited with Honors

i Fully Accredited with H gh Honors

b. Accredited with Warning in (specified academc

area or areas)

C. Accreditation Deni ed

i. Accreditation Denied/|nproving School Near

Accreditation (not to be used after acadenic year ending in 2009)

i Accreditati on Denied/ Reconstituted School

(not to be used after academ c year ending in 2009)

iii. Accreditation Denied/ Failed to Reconstitute

(not to be used after academ c year ending in 2009)

€B. Conpliance W th t he st udent academ c achi evenent

expectations shall be docunented to the Board directly through the

reporting of the results of student perfornmance on SCOL tests and ot her

alternative nmeans of assessing student academ c achievenent as

outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-110 B of these regulations. Conpliance with




CHAPTER 131. Page 68 of 92

REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDI TI NG PUBLI C SCHOOLS IN VIRG NI A

ot her provisions of these standards regulations will be docunented in

accordance with procedures prescribed by the Board.

BC. Accreditation Ratings Defined.

1. Fully Accredited-. A school wll be rated Fully

Accredi ted when the preseribedtevelsof eligible student—performance

regulatioens its eligible students neet the pass rate of 70%in each of

the four core academ c areas except in the third grade where the pass

rate in science and history is 50%

2. A school wll be rated Fully Accredited with Honors

when the pass rate reaches or exceeds 80% in each of the four core

academ c ar eas.

3. A school wll be rated Fully Accredited with H gh

Honors when the pass rate reaches or exceeds 90% in each of the four

core academ c areas.
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e—A—the secondary—school—level—the percent—of

4. Provisionally Accredited. A school wll be rated

Provisionally Accredited when it has nmet annual inprovenent benchnarks

but has not net the requirenent to be rated Fully Accredited during

t he academ c years 1999-2000 t hrough 2002-03.

5. Provisionally Accredited/ Needs |nprovenent. A school

will be rated Provisionally Accredited/ Needs |nprovenent when it fails

to neet inprovenent benchmarks as defined in 8 VAC 20-131-320 of these

regulations, in one or nore acadenic area(s) during the academ c years

1999- 2000 t hr ough 2002- 03.

6. Accredited with Warning (in specific academ c area or

areas).
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a. Based on a school’s academ c performance as set

forth herein during academ ¢ years ending in 2000-03, a school will be

Accredited with Warning (in specific academic area or areas) if its

pass-rate perfornance on SO. tests is 20 or nore percentage points

bel ow any of annual inprovenent benchrmarks set forth in the Appendi X

to these standards.

b. Based on a school’s academ ¢ perfornmance during

academ c years ending in 2004 and 2005, a school wll be Accredited

with Warning in (specific acadenic area or areas) if it does not neet

the pass-rate requirenents to be Fully Accredited.

C. Based on a school’s acadenm c performance during

academ ¢ years ending in 2006 and beyond, a school wll be Accredited

with Warning in (specific academ c area or areas) if it has achieved

Fully Accredited status but has failed to neet the requirenents to

mai ntain that status in any one year. Fol | owi ng 2006, a school my

remain in the Accredited with Warning status for no nore than three

consecutive years.

7. Accreditati on Deni ed. Based on a school’s academ c

performance as set forth herein during academ c years ending in 2006

and beyond, a school shall be rated Accreditation Denied if it fails

to neet the requirenents to be rated Fully Accredited, except for

schools rated Accredited with Warning as set forth in 8 VAC 20-131-

300.C. 4.c. above.

8. Accreditation Deni ed/ | nprovi ng School Near

Accreditation. A school that has never net the requirenents to be
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rated Fully Accredited by end of the academi c year ending in 2006 nay

apply to the Board for this accreditation designation. To be

eligible, the school nust neet the following criteria:

a. At least 70% of its students must have passed the

applicabl e English SCOL tests in the year ending in 2006,

b. At | east 60% of its students nust have passed the

SOL tests in the other three core academ c areas in the year ending in

2006,

C. In each acadenic area in which the pass rate is

bel ow 70% the school’s pass rate nust have increased by at |east 25

percentage points as conpared to the pass rates on tests taken during

t he acadeni ¢ year ending in 1999.

To retain this rating, a school nust continue to show annual

i nprovenmrent in each acadenic area in which the pass rate is bel ow 70%

This rating will cease to exist after the academc year ending in

2009.

9. Accreditati on Deni ed/ Reconstituted School. A school

that has failed to neet the requirenents to be rated Fully Accredited

or Accredited with Warning after the academc year ending in 2006 may

apply to the Board for the designation of Accreditation
Deni ed/ Reconstituted School . The Board may grant this designation to
the applicant school if the school effectively conpletes a

reconstitution in accordance with the criteria set forth in 8 VAC 20-
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131-300.E. 9. This designation will cease to exist after the academc

year ending in 2009.

10. Accreditation Deni ed/ Fai | ed to Reconsti t ut e.

Fol l owi ng the academ ¢ year ending in 2006, a school that has failed

to neet the requirenents to be rated Fully Accredited or Accredited

with Warning and which has not been approved by the Board for either

of the ratings in subdivisions 6 or 7 above shall be rated

Accreditation Denied/Failed to Reconstitute. This designation will

cease to exist after the acadeni c year ending in 2009.
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11. Conditionally Accredited. New schools that are

conprised of students from one or nore existing schools in the

division will be awarded this status pending an evaluation of the

school’s eligible students' performance on SOL tests to be rated

Fully Accredited for a period not to exceed two years.

In the second year, if the school does not neet the requirenents

to be rated Fully Accredited or higher, it wll retain its

Conditionally Accredited status for another year. School i nprovenent

targets shall be set in accordance with 8 VAC 20-131-320 of these

regul ations for ratings in subsequent years.

D. Action Requirenents for Ratings
1. Effective with the end of the acadenic year 1999-2000,
the Board will establish year-by-year pass-rate benchmarks that nust

be nmet in each acadenmic area for a school to achieve a rating of

Provisionally Accredited. The benchrmarks shall be based on test

results, conbining pass rates on all tests adm nistered in a school

w thin each academ ¢ ar ea.

2. Schools that fail to neet the benchmarks to be rated

Provisionally Accredited shall be rated either Provi sional ly

Accredi ted/ Needs | nprovenment or, in the case of schools that fall 20

percentage points or nore below one or nore benchnmarks, Accredited

with Warning in (Acadenic Area).
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3. The benchnarks shall be incorporated into these

regul ati ons as an Appendi x to these standards.

4. Wth such funds as are appropriated by the GCeneral

Assenbly, the Departnment of Education shall devel op a school acadenic

revi ew process and nonitoring plan designed to assist schools rated as

Accredited with Wirning. Al procedures and operations for the

academ ¢ revi ew process shall be approved and adopted by the Board.

5. Any school that is rated Accredited with WAarning in

English or mathematics is expected to adopt an instructional nethod

that has a proven track record of success at raising student

achi evenent in those areas as appropriate.

6. The superintendent and principal shall certify in

witing to the Board that such a nethod has been adopted and

i npl enent ed.

7. The Board shall publish a list of recomended

i nstructional nethods.

8. Adoption of instructional nmethods referenced in

subsections 5 and 7 above shall be funded by eligible |ocal, state and

f ederal funds.

9. A school that seeks the reconstituted status shall be

reconstituted under the supervision of an inprovenent audit team in

consultation with the division superintendent. The reconstitution

shal | incl ude:

a. A request to the Board from the local school

board seeking a rating of Accreditation Denied/ Reconstituted School
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for any school in the division shall include an agreenent to conduct

significant review and needs assessnent of the school by an

| mprovenent Audit Team (hereinafter “Teant). Al  procedures and
operations for the inprovenent audit teans shall be approved and
adopted by the Board. The review and needs assessnent shall incl ude,

but not be limted to:

i. Evaluation of the perfornance of all

personnel in the school and the central office, the school's operating

procedures and the school board' s policies;

ii. The level of parent participation in the

school program and

iii. Certification as to whether the schoo

adopted an instructional nmethod with a proven track record as expected

by 8 VAC 20-131-300. E. 5.

b. An eval uation of school operations including:

i An eval uation of t he pri nci pal for

retention, transfer or disnissal by the Team with the appropriate

action taken by the local school division based on the Teanls

recommendat i ons;

ii. An evaluation of the teaching staff for

retention, transfer or disnmissal, with appropriate action taken by the

| ocal school division based on the recommendation of the Team The

principal (either retained or newy hired) shall take part in the

eval uation of the teaching staff as an equal partner with the Team

and
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iii. As a part of the evaluation of the school

and its staff, the following factors shall be consi der ed:

a) the level of inprovenent on the SOL

tests denonstrated by the school in each acadenic areas since 1998;

b) the performance of the school's

students on the two nost recent Stanford Achi evenent Test Series, 9"

Edition (or then equivalent) nationally-normed test wused in the

Virginia State Assessnent Program and

c) the | evel of cooperation with the Team

denonstrated by the school when the school was rated Accredited with

Warning, including whether the school inplenmented the instructional

nodel s reconmended for schools which fell nore than 20 percentage

poi nts bel ow the benchmarks in English or mathematics.

d) nmeani ngful input of teachers of the

school in the devel opnment of the reports submitted to the Board and

the school’s reconstitution plan; and

e) i nput of parents concerning the

reconstitution process and goal s.

The Board nay approve as an acceptable reconstitution alternative

renedi al actions that have been effectively inplenented by the school

or local school board that the Board believes represent fundanental

changes in the operations of the school that are designed to achieve

the rating of "Fully Accredited".
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Schools that receive this status shall annually report their

progress toward neeting the requirenments to be rated Fully Accredited

to the Governor, the chairnmen of the House and Senate Educati on,

Senate Finance, and House Appropriations comrittees of the GCeneral

Assenbl y, and the Board.

10. In any school division in which one-third or nore of

the schools have been rated Accreditation Denied, the superintendent

shall be evaluated by the local school board with a copy of such

eval uation subnmitted to the Board no later than July 1% of each year

in which such condition exists.

8 VAC 20-131-310. | mpr ovenent Planning for Schools that are

Accredited with Warning.

A Schools that are rated Accredited wth Wrning nust
undertake i nprovenent planning targeted to increasing student

achi evenent as neasured by the SCL tests inmmediately upon receipt of

the results of an academc review conducted in accordance wth

policies and operations adopted by the Board. The plan shall be

devel oped col |l aboratively by the principal and teaching staff of the

school. Parents shall be included in the planning process.
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The plan should be conpleted by the end of the first senester

and, to the extent possible, inplenented in the second senester.

B. A three-year School |nprovenent Plan nmust be devel oped and

i npl emrent ed, based on the results of an academ c revi ew of each school

that is rated Accredited with Warning upon receipt of notification of

the awarding of this rating and receipt of the results of the academ c

revi ew.
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1. The plan shall be developed with the assistance of

parents and teachers and nade available to the public.

2. The plan nust include the conponents outlined in 8 VAC

20-131-310. D. of these regul ati ons.

3. The i nprovenent plan nmust be approved by the division

superintendent and the local school board and be designed to assist

the school in neeting the student achievenent standard to be Fully

Accredited as outlined in 8 VAC 20-131-300 of these regul ati ons.

BC. The plan shall address the annual inprovenment benchnarks

set in accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-131-320 of these
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regulations. |In addition, the inprovenent plan shall include each of

the foll ow ng:

1. How the school wll neet the school inprovenent

targets benchmarks for each of the years covered by the plan,

2. Specific neasures for achieving and docunenting
student academ c i nprovenent,

3. Amount  of tinme in the school day devoted to
instruction in the core academ c ar eas,

4. I nstructional practices desi gned to remedi at e

currentbyfai-Hng students who have not been successful on SOL tests,

5. Intervention strategies designed to prevent §future

students—from-experiencing—simtar—failure further declines in student

per f or mance,
6. Staff devel opnent regui+ed- needed,

7. Strategies to involve and assist parents in raising

their child s acadenic perfornance, assistance—needed —and

8. FFlexibility or waivers to state or |ocal regulations

necessary to neet the objectives of the plan—, and

9. A description of the manner in which local, state and

federal funds are used to support the inplenentati on of the conponents

of this plan.

As part of its approval of the eerreetive—aetion schoo

i mprovenent plan, the Board ef—Eduecatien may grant a |ocal school
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board a waiver fromthe requirenments of any regul ations pronul gated by

t he Board when such a waiver is avail abl e.

ED. Schools iA—this—+ating rated Accredited with Warning shal

docurment—toe assure their comunity that appropriate and effective
i nstructional i ntervention and/ or renmedi ati on and addi ti ona

instructional tinme is being provided for those students

€1). not achieving a passing score ef—profietent on the SOL

tests, or
£2). not passing the Literacy Passport Tests, or
3. students identified as at-risk.
E. The school inprovenent plan and related annual reports

subnitted to the Board shall provide docunentation of the continuous

efforts of the school to achieve the requirenments to becone rated

Fully Accredited and be sealed by clerk of board. The Board shall

adopt and approve all policies and formats for the subm ssion of

annual reports under this section. The reports shall be due no |ater

than Cctober 1 of the school year
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8 VAC 20-131-320. School | nprovenent Levels.

The Board ef—Edueation has set the mninmum acceptable |evel of

annual seheel inprovenent required for a school beginning at the end

of the 1999-2000 academi c year to achieve the rating of Provisionally

Accredited. These inprovenent levels are outlined in the Appendix to

these standards. The benchmarks are based on test results, conbining

pass rates on all tests within each acadenic area. In no event shal

a school be awarded the status of Fully Accredited if the mninmm

student pass-rate established by the Board is not net.

8 VAC 20- 131- 325. Recogni tions and Rewar ds for School

Accountability Perfornmance.

A Schools rated as Fully Accredited with H gh Honors, Fully

Accredited with Honors, Fully Accredited, or Provisionally Accredited

shall be recognized by the Board in accordance with procedures it

shal| establish. Such recognition nmay include:

1. Publ i ¢ announcenents recogni zi ng i ndivi dual school s;
2. Tangi bl e rewards;

3. Wi vers of certain Board regul ati ons;

4. Exenptions fromcertain reporting requirenents;

5. Recognition as a Superior School of Merit; or
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6. Q her commendations deened appropriate to recognize

hi gh achi evenent.

In addition to Board recognition, |ocal school boards shall adopt

policies to recogni ze i ndi vi dual school s t hr ough public

announcenents, nedia rel eases, participation in comunity activities

for input purposes when setting policy relating to schools and budget

devel opnent, as well as other appropriate recognition.

B. Schools and school divisions nay be eligible to receive

recognition as foll ows:

1. Superior School of Merit. The designation of Superior

School of Merit is the highest recognition and honor that a school can

receive in Virginia. To be recognized as a Superior School of Mrit,

a school nust neke application to and be approved by the Board in

accordance with the policies and guidelines established by the Board.

A school nmay qualify for this recognition by: (a) achieving the

accreditation status of Accredited with H gh Honors, Accredited with

Honors, or Fully Accredited and (b) by providing assistance to schools

rated as Provisionally Accredited, Provisionally Accredited/ Needs

| nprovenent or Accredited with Warning. The Board shall fornally

award and recogni ze all Superior Schools of Merit on an annual basis.

2. Superior School Division of Merit. The designation of

Superior School Division of Merit is the highest recognition and honor
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that a local school division can receive in Virginia. To be

recogni zed as a Superior School Division of Mrit a school division

nust nake application to and be approved by the Board in accordance

with the policies and guidelines established by the Board. To be

recogni zed as a Superior School D vision of Mrit, a school division

nmust have at | east:

a. 50% of its schools recogni zed as Superior

Schools of Merit; or

b. 25% of its schools recogni zed as Superi or

School s of Merit and central office staff provides technical

assi stance to a school or schools outside the division that are rated

as Provi sional | y Accredit ed, Provi sional | y Accr edi t ed/ Needs

| mprovenent, or Accredited with Warning in accordance with policies

and gui del i nes adopted by the Board.

The Board shall fornmally award and recogni ze all Superior School

D visions of Merit on an annual basis.

C. A school that achieves a rating of Fully Accredited wth

Honors or Fully Accredited with Hi gh Honors, may, upon application to

the Departnment of Education, receive a waiver from the follow ng

regul ations and reporting requirenments for a period of up to three

years or as long as the schools maintain a passing rate on SCOL tests

of 70% or above:
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8 VAC 20-131-80. I nstructi onal Pr ogr ans in El enentary
School s

8 VAC 20-131-90. Instructional Prograns in Mddle Schools

8 VAC 20-131-100. Instructional Prograns in Secondary School s

8 VAC 20-131-110. Standard and Verified Units of Credit

(A ock Hour Requirement Only)

8 VAC 20-131-120. Summer School
8 VAC 20-131-130. El ective Credit
8 VAC 20-131-140. Col | ege Preparat ory Pr ogr ans and

Qpportunities for Postsecondary Credit

8 VAC 20-131-150. St andard School Year and School Day

8 VAC 20-131-190. Li brary Media, Materials and Equi prent

8 VAC 20-131-200. Extracurricular and G her School Activities
8 VAC 20-131-210. Rol e of the Principal

8 VAC 20-131-220. Rol e of Professional Staff

8 VAC 20-131-230. Rol e of Support Staff

8 VAC 20- 131- 240. Admi ni strative and Support Staff Required

8 VAC 20-131-250. Alternative Staffing Plan

D. Governor’s Award for Qutstandi ng | nprovenent

This award will be given to schools in each classification

defined in 8 VAC 20-131-280.B. of these regulations rated bel ow Fully

Accredited that exceed the inprovenent |evels defined in 8 VAC 20-131-

320 by ten percentage points or nore in one year. In addition, any




CHAPTER 131. Page 86 of 92

REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDI TI NG PUBLI C SCHOOLS IN VIRG NI A

school that raises its rating from Accredited with Warning to Fully

Accredited in one year wll receive this award when it was ten

percentage points or nore below the performance level to be rated

Ful ly Accredited.

E. Exenpl ary Instructional Method of H gh D stinction

1. The designation of Exenplary Instructional Method of

H gh Distinction is the an honor awarded by the Board to recognize

instructional nethods that have been highly successful in inproving

st udent achi evenent. To be recognized as an Exenplary |Instructional

Met hod of H gh Distinction, an applicant nust nake application to and

be approved by the Board in accordance with the policies and gui delines

establi shed by the Board. An instructional nethod that has not been

commercially devel oped may qualify for this recognition by:

a. havi ng a denonstrated and docunented proven track

record of success in inproving the academ ¢ achi evenent of pupils in:

i at least 11 public schools in one school

di vi si on; or,

ii. seven school divisions that have used the

sane net hod.

2. This award shall be awarded annual ly by the Board.

F. Exenpl ary Admi nistrative Method of Distinction
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1. The designation of Exenplary Adm nistrative Mthod of

H gh D stinction is an honor awarded by the Board to recognize

adm nistrative nethods that have inproved school operations that

resulted in inprovenent student achi evenent. To be recoghized as a

Exenpl ary Admi nistrative Method of H gh Distinction, an applicant nust

nake application to and be approved by the Board in accordance with

the policies and guidelines established by the Board. An

admnistrative method that has not been conmmercially devel oped nay

qualify for this recognition by:

a. havi ng a denonstrated and docunented successful,

proven, track record of success in inproving the acaden c achi evenent

of pupils in:

i at least 11 public schools in one school

di vi sion; or,

ii. seven school divisions that have used the

same net hod.

2. This distinction wll be awarded annually by the
Boar d.
G Master Principal of D stinction
1. The designation of Master Principal of Distinction is

an honor awarded by the Board to outstanding principals in Virginia

public schools. To be recognized as a Master Principal of

Distinction, application nust be nade to, and be approved by, the
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Board in accordance with policies and guidelines established by the

Boar d. The application nust show, at a mininmum that the principal

has nentored at | east two other principals.

2. This distinction will be awarded on an annual basis
H. Mast er Teacher of Distinction
1. The designation of Master Teacher of Distinction is an

honor awarded by the Board to outstanding teachers in a Virginia

public school . To be recognized as a Master Teacher of D stinction,

application nmust be made to, and be approved by, the Board in

accordance with the policies and guidelines established by the Board.

The application nust show, at a mininum that the teacher has nentored

at |l east two other teachers.

2. This distinction will be awarded on an annual basis.

Master Creative Educator

1. The designation of Master Ceative Educator is an

honor awarded by the Board to recognize the use of creativity in

Virginia public schools. To be recognized as a Master Ceative

Educator, application nust be nade to, and be approved by, the Board

in accordance with the policies and guidelines established by the

Board. The application nust show, at a mninum that the educator has

denonstrated creativity in the education environnent.
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2. This distinction will be awarded on an annual basis.

8 VAC 20-131-330. Wi vers.

Wai vers of some of the requirenents of these regulations may be
granted by the Board based on submission of a request from the
di vi si on superintendent and chairman of the |ocal school board. The
request shall include docunentation of the need for the waiver. 1In no
event will waivers be granted to the requirenents of Part 111-Student

Achi evenent .

8 VAC 20-131-340. Ef fective Dates.

A Wth the exception of certain provisions identified bel ow

t hese regul ations are effective upon adopti on.

B. The units of credit requirements for graduation described
in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of these regulations are effective with the ninth-

grade class of 1998-99 for the graduatingelass—of2002. Only standard

units of credit wll be available until the inplenentation of the

requirenent of verified units of credit. Students entering the ninth
grade prior to the inplenentation date of these regulations shall neet

the requirenments of standards adopted by the Board in Cctober 1992.
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C. The requirenment for verified units of credit based on
student performance on the SOL tests related—+to—ecourses wll becone

effective for graduation with the ninth-grade class of 2000-01—+ferthe

graduating—elass—of 2004

be—rated—uHy—Aceredi-ted—wH—be—dpgraded—to—that—+atinrg— Begi nni ng

with the 2000-01 school year, schools rated Accredited with Wrning

must undergo an academic review in accordance with guidelines adopted

by the Board and prepare a school inprovenent plan as required by 8

VAC 20-131-310 of these regul ati ons.

E. Begi nning with the 2003-2004 accrediting cycle, each school
will be expected to neet the level of performance established for a
Fully Accredited rating in accordance with the provisions of 8 VAC 20-
131- 300. Schools not neeting this requirement wll be rated

Accredited wi th Wrni ng.



CHAPTER 131. Page 91 of 92

REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SHI NG STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDI TI NG PUBLI C SCHOOLS IN VIRG NI A

F. Beginning with the accreditation ratings earned during the

2007-08 school year, the awarding of an accreditation rating shall be

based on the percentage of students passing SOL tests on a trailing

t hree-year average of passing percentages in each of the four core

academ c areas, or the nost current year’s scores, whichever is

hi gher.
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APPENDI X |

Accredi tati on Through 2003

Each School Must Meet Fol | owi ng Annual

Pass- Rate Benchnmarks in Tests

Gven in the Academ c Years Indicated to earn Provi si onal

Engli sh
G ade 3
1999- 00 60%
2000-01 63%
2001-02 66%
2002-03 70%

Accreditation:

Grade 5 (includes tests given in G ade 4)

1999- 00
2000- 01
2001-02
2002- 03

60%
63%
66%
70%

Mat h Sci ence Hi st ory/ Soc. St udi es
60% 50% 50%
63% 50% 50%
66% 50% 50%
70% 50% 50%
50% 60% 45%
55% 63% 50%
65% 66% 60%
70% 70% 70%

M ddl e (includes any tests given in middl e school grades)

1999- 00
2000- 01
2001-02
2002-03

Hi gh School

1999- 00
2000- 01
2001-02
2002-03

60%
63%
66%
70%

60%
63%
66%
70%

55%
60%
65%
70%

55%
60%
65%
70%

60%
63%
66%
70%

55%
60%
65%
70%

45%
50%
60%
70%

45%
55%
65%
70%

* Schools that do not neet the benchmarks (but are within 19
percentage points in each academc area wll be rated “Provisionally
Accr edi t ed/ Needs | nprovenent”

** Schools that are 20 or nore percentage points bel ow t he benchmarks

in any academc area wl |

(academ c area)”

be rated “Accredited with Warning in



